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ABSTRACT

This study examines the distinctive methodology of Imam al-Shatibi in al-Muwafaqat fi
Usiil al-Shari‘ah and argues that, although the work belongs to Usil al-Figh, its
methodological framework differs fundamentally from the established approaches of the
Mutakallimin and the Fuqaha' al-Ahnaf. Whereas the former emphasized deriving legal
principles directly from the nusiis and the latter relied on istiqra’ to formulate universal
legal principles, Imam al-Shatibi reconstructed the discipline upon the foundation of
Magasid al-Shari‘ah. Although earlier scholars, including Imam al-Haramayn al-
Juwayni, Imam al-Ghazali, and ‘Izz al-Din ibn ‘Abd al-Salam, introduced the essential
concepts of maqasid, al-Shatibi was the first to integrate these dispersed discussions into
a coherent and comprehensive theoretical framework. He established the relationship
between al-kulliyyat and al-juz ‘iyyat, connected ahkam, ‘ilal, masalih, and maqasid, and
maintained that valid ijtithad requires not only mastery of the nusis but also a
comprehensive understanding of the objectives of the Shari‘ah. Furthermore, he
distinguished between the maqasid al-Shari* and the maqasid al-mukallaf, identified the
principal sources for recognizing maqasid, and demonstrated that yusr, raf* al-haraj,
rukhas, and i‘tidal constitute integral components of the legal system rather than
exceptions to it. The study concludes that al-Muwafaqat represents the first systematic
exposition of Magqasid al-Shari‘ah and continues to serve as a foundational source for
contemporary Islamic legal theory, ijtihad, and figh al-magasid.
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