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ABSTRACT

The issuance of religious verdicts (fatwa) is a significant responsibility in Islamic jurisprudence,
requiring sound knowledge, careful deliberation, and adherence to Shari ‘ah principles. However, a mufti
may occasionally discover an error in a previously issued fatwd, necessitating its retraction (rujii* ‘an
al-fatwa). Such retraction is not merely an individual scholarly decision but may also have substantial
legal, religious, and societal implications. This study examines the concept of retraction from a fatwa,
its Shari ‘ah-based principles, and its societal effects in the light of the practices and scholarly judgments
of the Companions of the Prophet. The central research problem concerns the circumstances in which
retraction becomes necessary, the principles governing its validity, and its implications for public
religious understanding and the credibility of Islamic legal scholarship. The study employs descriptive,
analytical, and inductive methodologies, drawing upon the Qur 'an, Hadith, classical jurisprudential
literature, and historical reports concerning the Companions. Relevant cases of correction,
reconsideration, and retraction of legal opinions are examined to identify the underlying principles,
including the recognition of error, the pursuit of truth, the correction of public misconceptions, and the
prevention of harm. The findings highlight that retraction from a fatwa, when based on sound evidence
and established Shari ‘ah principles, reflects scholarly integrity, intellectual humility, and a commitment
to truth rather than weakness or inconsistency. The study further demonstrates that transparent and
timely correction of erroneous verdicts can strengthen public confidence in religious scholarship, prevent
the persistence of misconceptions, and promote responsible religious guidance. It concludes that the
practices of the Companions provide valuable guidelines for contemporary muftis and Islamic scholars
regarding the ethical, jurisprudential, and social dimensions of retracting a fatwa. The study contributes
to a deeper understanding of the dynamic nature of Islamic jurisprudence and the responsibility of
scholars in addressing changing circumstances and correcting legal judgments.
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