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ABSTRACT

Rabbinic Jews and Samaritans both regard the Torah of Moses as the foundation of their law,
yet they read it in two different textual forms: the Masoretic Text and the Samaritan
Pentateuch. This study examines how the variants between these two forms shape the laws of
worship in each tradition, covering purity, prayer, fasting, almsgiving, voluntary charity,
sacrifice, pilgrimage, festivals and the direction of worship. It distinguishes three levels of
divergence: genuine textual variants, interpretive choices made in translation, and divergent
readings of an identical text. The study finds that the legally consequential textual variants
are not scattered but systematic, converging on a single question: the place that God has
chosen. A single verb tense in Deuteronomy ("will choose” versus "has chosen”), the reading
Gerizim for Ebal in Deuteronomy 27:4, and the Samaritan tenth commandment together
determine the location of sacrifice, pilgrimage, the second tithe, festival rejoicing and the
direction of prayer. Most other legal differences arise not from the text but from the scope of
accepted scripture and the method of interpretation. The study concludes by situating these
findings within the Qur’anic perspective, which names the direction of prayer explicitly and
rests on a single text.

Keywords: Samaritan Pentateuch; Masoretic Text; Mount Gerizim; Chosen Place; Rabbinic
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